1ST EMERGENCY RESCUE SQUADRON

UNIT HISTORY MARCH 1945

1 March l945
    
Today the four
B-l7 crews left us. They have departed for the 7th Emergency

Rescue Squadron in CIB. The crewmen who left were:
2nd Lt William Hicks 

T Sgt Jack L Rindt

2nd Lt Robert R Ward 

S Sgt Cecil L Flint

2nd Lt Eugene R Fox 

T Sgt Marshall B Cochran

2nd Lt Henry M Yunick 

S Sgt Harold J Blough

2nd Lt James T Borsch 

S Sgt Roy A Speier

2nd Lt Clifford Reckling 

S Sgt Mack E Byrd

2nd Lt John P Cyphers 

S Sgt Phillip M Dunham
2nd Lt Robert A Zollinger 
Sgt Joseph M Graubard

2nd Lt Stanley J Rajnisz 
S Sgt David R Bisgyer

1st Lt John G Whedbee 

Sgt Louis W Burpee

2nd Lt Hugh W Graharn 
Sgt Leland R Carter

2nd Lt James W Walker 
Sgt Willie R Whitehead

Sgt Franklin M Schall 

Sgt John B Hawkins

Sgt Eugene J Baumchen 
Sgt Louis B Coronado

Sgt Francis W Seller 

Sgt Stephen J Femino

Sgt Robert E Anderson 

Sgt Jean M Logan

Sgt William E Hammer 

Sgt Harry Creathbaum
Sgt Robert G Stinstra 

Sgt Ernest J Stonecipher

    
Lt Millard received his Distinguished Flying Cross today for a rescue effected 26 December 1944.  He picked up A P-57 pilot and made a take-off with seven foot swells to hinder him.

Another PBY arrived today with an ATC crew bringing our total of such aircraft to seven,

    
Private Morris Herman went into the hospital for observation.

    
One new B-17 crew reported in today, they were transferred from 483rd Bomb Group and have had no combat time. They have no aircraft and up to the present time we have no signs of any B-17’s replacing those that left for CIB.

    
Our strength today is 31 officers and 82 enlisted men. Headquarters and "B" flights are still in Foggia and “A” flight is operating from Falconara.

    
Two patrols today; one from “A” flight and one from flight “B”.  Lt Kaminski and his crew flew the former mission and was forced to land at Jesi due to the fact that Falconara was closed in.  Lt Lanz flew his first patrol for “B” flight with no events.

2 March 1945

    
T Sgt Gordon R Schultz was relieved from assignment to the unit today and transferred to the detachment of patients at the 26th General Hospital.

    
Two new Co-Pilots reported in today. Lt Lester D Stowell, 0834527 who will stay with “A” flight, and 1st Robert F Soule, 0833836 who will remain assigned to Flight “B”.  Both officers came from the 62nd Troop Carrier Group.

    
Pvt Howie B McMullen started up the promotion ladder today when he got his Private 1st Class stripe today

    
Lt Mork out on a nission3after an hour and fifty minutes flight was recalled because of bad weather.

         
Major Wells and crew went out an a four hour patrol without action or sightings.
3 March 1945

    
Today we celebrated our first anniversary overseas. One year ago today we were aboard the USS General William B Mitchell to sail for Africa.  Rumor has it that the good ship Mitchell was sunk on her second crossing--strictly rumor and not confirmed

    
The total number of lives saved in the year we have been over-seas is good -- 249 men taken from the sea.  Today we have less than half of our original members of the organization who came overseas with us.

    
Four flights today; Captain Ruckman on a mission that was cold. A B-24 was ditched three days ago but had weather which would not permit takeoff.  There was no other sighting made. Captain Ruckman and crew had a second call with no results.
    
Lt Kaminski flew the third mission with his crew from Falconara. The area given the crew to search was filled with 152 mines--they were the only unusual incident and they are becoming an everyday occurrence at Falconara due to the close proximity of enemy held ports.

    
Lt Eisman flew the “B” flight patrol for four hours; no rescues, no sightings, no action.
    
Lt Rogers of the “old” “A” flight was awarded his Oak-Leaf Cluster to Air Medal today.

4 March 1945

    
Pfc Herman back from the hospital with good spirits and in good shape.
    
More men in today to fill our organizational vacancies:
       
Pfc Wayman E Kesey, 34145229, for the motor pool 
Pfc Robert H Freaney, 22550975, as a cook

      
Pfc Kenneth, R Johnson, 37652E4, a driver

    
Lt Kaminski and crew out on a four hour search from Falconara with no results but the usual floating mines.

5 March 1945

    
Two men rotated today; both flying crew personnel who had finished up their operational hours. They are Engineer T Sgt Gaither E White and Surgical Technician S Sgt John Wargo, Jr.

    
Two medical men replacements reported in today also--Sgt Alfred M Cook, 36232280 and S Sgt Henry Baker; 32177174.

Lt Mork on search for an unknown aircraft today.  Visibility was hazy and after two and three quarter hours of searching, the crew returned to base.

6 March 1945

    
Cpl Lavern R Husky, 38341609, a cook, reported in today from the 522nd Air Service Group.
    
One mission today from Falconara. Three fixes given and only the first revealed anything unusual. A British aircraft was spotted and an HSL was searching for bodies. The second and third fixes revealed nothing at all. Captain Ruckman was at the controls,

7 March 1945

    
Sgt Donald Godwin, “B” Flight's parachute rigger reported back to duty today after an appendectomy at the 40th Station Hospital.

    
New Men reporting in during the past eight days drew their flight assignments as follows:

            Headquarters: 
Pvt Graskeqicz
                         
       
Pvt Moore, John B

            Flight “A”: 
Sgt Baker

                         

Pvt McClintock

            Flight “B”: 
S Sgt Cook

                         

Cpl Huskey

                         

Cpl Kesey
                         

Cpl Freaney

                         

Cpl Johnson

                         

Pfc Harris

    
No missions, rescues or air activity of any sort.

8 March 1945

    
Plenty of New Brass seen today. Lieutenants Eisman and Milburn sporting their new Captains' bars.  Under the new set-up Captain Milburn has assumed command of “B” flight and Captain Ruckman has taken over the new “A” flight. Lt Mork will be Intelligence Officer for Captain Ruckman.

    
Lt Millard left today for the United States. Lt Millard has been sweating out rotation for some time awaiting replacements. During his “sweating time” he has been the victim of several practical jokes.
    
Corporal Robert Grover, a mechanic, reported in today. He is fresh from the States and will replace some one of the many mechanics we have lost.
    
Five sorties today. Four for “B” flight and one from Falconara. Colonel Pardue out on a six hour patrol sighted one body and tried to attract a surface craft but could get no action, The sea was too rough to land as the swells were 8 to 10 feet high.

    
Captain Eisman out to look for two men reported to have bailed out. After being out for five hours the PBY returned to base empty handed.
    
Captain Milburn out in cooperation with Captain Eisman's mission and also reported back without making a sighting

    
After lunch Capt Milburn went back on petrol and everything remained quiet.

    
Lt Mork out from Falconara on a routine patrol and spotted one man which an HSL picked up.

9 March: 1945

    
Captain Eisman off at 1130 in search of a B-24 reported down. Upon arriving on the scene an HSL was there, and reported that the B-24 crashed into the sea and that no parachutes were seen.

    
Lt Kaminski went out from Falconara on a late afternoon search for an unidentified aircraft. After an hour and forty five minutes the crew was called back by sector control on account of darkness.

10 March 1945

    
Pvt Graskewicz went to the hospital today.
    
Lt James It Seaman, SC, 0482923, who is on temporary duty from the United States reported in today. His mission here is to set up a training and maintenance program for the new type radar which we are using.

    
Lt Harris was relieved from this unit today and till report back to his own squadron, then go home for awhile.

Colonel Pardue, our Commanding Officer, was awarded the Distinguished Flying

Cross today for a rescue made on 20 December 1944.

    
Three missions today; two from Foggia and one from Falconara.

    
Lt Lanz off on the first from Foggia in search of a B-l7 and an unidentified aircraft. The search was over a hundred square mile area and not a rescue was affected.

    
Captain Milburn out on search of a B-17 also, but no sightings were made.

    
At Falconara Captain Mork and crew went out on a four hour alert patrol which resulted in no sightings
11 March 1945

   
Orders galore today; the first promoted Lt Mork to Captain.

Major Wells left for the 19th Replacement Depot to go on detached service to the United States for thirty days.  The Major is a proud father of a baby boy whom he has never seen. During the Major’s absence Captain Milburn will take over his duties as Operations officer.

    
Pfc William R McGlothlin, 38228778, a Medical Technician, reported in today from 521 Air Sea Group as a replacement.

    
Three missions from “A” flight today. At 0655 Captain Ruckman took off to search for a Mosquito and arriving at the fix the weather was closed in forcing him to return to base.

    
At 1230 Captain Rluckman again took off to the water with a light haze to look for a man who parachuted.  Several mines were spotted as was an old life-raft, but no person was spotted.

    
At 1700 hours Captain Ruckman again hit the blue to find a dinghy. Upon arriving at the fix a bouy was spotted and reported to the sector control, which ordered the “Cat” back to base.

12 March 1945

    
“A” Flight seems to be doing most of the 'hot missions' these days.  “B” flight has its daily patrols, but the Falconara boys seem to pull a rush mission daily. Three missions today; two at “A” flight and one at “B”.
    
Lt Kaminski off at 0735 with his crew on a hot mission. At the fix a buoy was spotted and the plane returned to base in two and a half hours.  At 1230 Kaminski took off again on a patrol while a patrol crew was given a fix which resulted in sighting of an oil slick and debris. No bodies were found however. Back at base at 1820 for a good days’ flying time for it Kaminski and his crew.   At Foggia, Col Pardue flew routine patrols with no sightings.  Lt Bartley or the B-17 crew of “B” flight has departed for “A” flight to fly as navigator on a PBY until the shortage of navigators has been relieved.

13 March 1945

    
Thirteen new men in today. Our new T/O is filling up slowly. Most of our replacements are replacements from the United states, The new men in today have been assigned to the following flights:

Cpls James H Carnahan and John R Penn to Flight “A”, with Pfcs Carl M Hurlburt and Orvile F Ingleheart, Pvts Walter W. Owans, Clarence R Keyte, Walter Mankut and William P smith also going to that flight.  Pfcs Frank B Jones, Willian R McGlothlin and Paul w. Parsons, with Pvts James I Berry, William V Cude, George P Kuszynski and Russell Sepich went to flight “B”.

    
Private Graskeqicz back on duty after a short stay in the 61st station Hospital.
    
Captain Mork and his crew made a successful rescue today. Taking off at 1650 and going directly to the fix, a man in a dinghy was spotted. The fix was one mile off the enemy coast. The Mosquito which was giving the PBY fighter cover kept an unidentified boat away while Captain Mork set the aircraft down on the water while the survivor was taken aboard. Take off was made with some difficulty as the PBY's left engine wouldn't start. However, after a few seconds take off was accomplished successfully and the crew returned to base E4th the survivor. The crew was composed of Captain Mork as Pilot, Lt Fox as co-pilot, Lt Bartley as navigator, Sgts Brown and Kansa - engineers, Sgt Pettle as Radio Operator, Sgt Rhodes as Radar Operator, and Major Regnier as Flight Surgeon.  The rescued man was Lt Robert David Collins, of the 73rd Fighter Squadron, RAF.

    
Activity at Falconara is continuing. An early morning mission took Captain Mork out for four hours to search for a P-51 pilot. After four hours it wan recalled by the sector control.

    
Lt Kaminski and his crew out on a patrol for three and a half hours with no incidents.

    
At Foggia, Lt Lanz took off at 1400 with his crew on a hot mission. Just off Lake Vacano oil slick and dye marker were spotted. The PBY circled while a fishing boat investigated but no survivors were found.

    
Captain Milburn took off at 1525 to search for a Lightening. After two hours of flying time darkness came down and the crew returned to the base without any sightings.

14 March 1945

    
Sgt Allen B Cox returned to the Squadron today from the United States where he was on detached service. After spending a day at Headquarters he will go to “A” Flight where he will be Line Chief.

    
Pfc Schirtz was severely burned early this morning when his tent caught on fire. The tent and all his personal equipment and clothing were destroyed. At the 61st Station Hospital his condition was not considered too serious.

    
Captain Searfoss, 1st Sergeant Loeffler. S Sgt Fay and Cpl Feeley left for Ancona, Florence and Leghorn to get sane jeeps for the unit. Lt Baldridge will join the party at Ancona to take “A” Flight's back.

    
Sgt Kutz to 12th Air Force for appearance before an Officer’s Board for Commission.

    
Three missions today at Falconara.  Colonel Pardue flying with Captain Mork’s crew left at 0800 to investigate light at fix; upon finding nothing they returned to base. At 1325 hours the Colonel took off again with the sane crew on a patrol during which no unusual events were reported.

    
At 1430 Captain Ruckman took off to investigate signal lights at a fix given by the sector control. Searching for 35 minutes and having made no sightings the PBY returned to base.

    
At Foggia, Captain Milburn flew a hot mission, arriving at fix to see a motor launch which was signaled to take the survivors aboard the boat. No further incidents were reported

15 March 1945

    
T Sgt Schultz reported back to the squadron. He was transferred from the 26th General Hospital to the 22nd Replacement Depot where he was reassigned to this organization.

    
One mission at Foggia today. Captain Eisnan flew six hours on patrol with no unusual incidents.

16 March 1945

    
Lt Colnon, navigator of “B” flight, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross on orders published at the 12th Air Force today for a rescue on 21 October 1944.

    
Captain Mork out on a search for fighter pilot. Arriving at fix an oil slick was found and a thorough search started.  The PBY developed engine trouble and was forced to return to base. Lt Kaminski was airborne at 1645 to take up the search which Captain Mork was forced to leave and although the wreckage was visible no survivors or bodies were found.

    
Captain Milburn and Lt Lanz and crews took off from Foggia to search for a B-24. Neither plane reported any sightings.

17 March 1945

    
Captain Ruckman out on a morning search for a fix where flares were reported to have been seen. All that was located was several floating boxes. After three hours the crew returned to base.

18 March 1945

    
No rnissions, no rescues or activity of any kind today. Very quiet.

19 March 1945

    
Two patrols today; one at Foggia handled by Lt Lanz and his crew, and one at

“A” flight taken care of by Captain Mork and his crew. Neither one reported any unusual indications of incident.

20 March 1945

    
Four missions today, with the result of one survivor being taken in each of two trips, and negative results on the other two,

Colonel Pardue took off at 0610 for search of a B-24. Sighted smoke on Zerge Island and landed to find some native fisherman who had no knowledge of ditching of any aircraft, so the crew took off once more and continued their search. After hunting for more than six hours, the plane returned to Base.

Lt Kaminski airborne at 0830 to search for a P-47 pilot, arrived at fix and spotted the survivor at once. As the PBY made a pass at the man, the enemy shore batteries opened up. Lt Kaminski decided to land his aircraft and after checking for mines he picked a clear area and made a successful landing while the shore batteries continued their barrage. Spitfires working as cover went inland to strafe the enemy, batteries. After having made the landing, the PBY pilot spotted a mine net and carefully taxing the aircraft around, pulled the motor up and jumped the net. All during the operations the shore fire continued. The man in the water as still in his parachute and when he was being taken in to the blister of the PBY the shrouds at the chute became entangled with the wheel of the plane.  Sergeant Paul A Lasater, jumped from the wing and went under water to cut the man loose.  The survivor is Lt William Z Nickolas of the 79th Fighter Group, and was taken aboard and a successful takeoff was accomplished.

    
The crew flying with Lt Kaminski was: Lt Priest as pilot, Lt Onesi as Navigator, Sgts Lasater and Martin as engineers, Sgt Corkett as Radio Operator and Sgt Baker surgical technician. Sgt Martin P Quigley of the 12th AF PRO and Sgt Phillip F Moses of the 9 CCU were flying with this crew to do a publicity story on the unit. Several good pictures were secured and a swell story of air/sea rescue work was obtained by this team.

    
At 0940 Lt Dunn received a fix at 440 48'N 13o38’E. On the approach of the first leg of the search, a raft was spotted and close inspection revealed a man in the raft, The PBY was landed and the downed airman, Captain R. H. Jacobs, 92 Squadron, 224 Wing, a Spitfire pilot, was taken aboard the PBY and flown to his home base. During the rescue shore batteries were firing on the Catalina although no shell came closer than 100 yards. The survivor was in excellent condition. The crew on this trip were: Lt Dunn as pilot, Lt Fox as copilot, Lt Goodlet as navigator,

Sergeant Davitt as Radio Operator, Andreatta and Beason as engineers, and Feliksa as Radar Operator, Miccile as surgical technician.

21 March 1945

    
The boys at Falconara are really catching hell with the coastal batteries.

    
Lt Dunn off at 0835 for a P-40 pilot. Arriving at the fix, the man in a Mae West was located at once. Making sure no mines were in the vicinity, the fly was landed on the water. Just as the aircraft approached the victim, the shore batteries opened fire with 88mm guns. The survivor was so weak he could not hold the rope to get into the blister of the PBY. After three passes with the rope to get him up, it was decided to hook him by the Mae West and this proved successful. All the time the coastal guns were throwing nil they had. The ship was hit in the wing and the right blister glass was broken, One shell exploded under the tail. Two crew members were wounded in action: F/O Goodlet and Cpl Feliksa the Radar Operator. The rescued pilot was Lt B. A, Senior of 250 squadron 239 Wins, SAAF. The crew was Lt Dunn as Pilot, Lt Fox as copilot, F/O Goodlet as navigator, Beason and Adreatta as engineers, Davitt as Radio Operator, Feliksa as radar man and Sgt Miccile as surgical technician.

One patrol from “A” flight flown by Captain Ruckman and crew with no results.  At “B” flight Captain Eisman flew a routine patrol with no results.

22 March 1945

    
Pfc Schirtz back on duty after his treatment for burns at the 61st Station Hospital.

Each operational flight had routine patrol today.  Neither had any rescues or sightings.  Lt Kaminski and crew flew four searches out of Flaconara.  Lt Lanz and his crew put four hours and forty minutes on patrol out of Foggia.

23 March 1945

    
With the new white Catalinas we are now using the enemy are spotting the planes on water. A camouflage is therefore necessary we find and the engineering section is painting all the aircraft blue. Lt Dunn has his plane in today for the new paint job.

    
Captains Mork and Lt Milburn flew uneventful patrols for their respective flights.
24 March 1945

    
Two patrols out of Falconara today. Captain Ruckman and his crew out on a morning patrol with Captain Mork and crew taking over in the afternoon.

    
Captain Eisman out on a mission at 430 06'N l40 58'E Plenty of debris sighted and turtles galore. Captain P H Dwyer flying as a photographer spotted what he thought was a man in a Mae West. He called the pilot to look it over and Captain Eisman identified it as a turtle. Captain Dwyer insisted it was a man and was so sure he bet the pilot a 7.50 gin rummy debt he was right. Captain Dwyer lost—it was a giant turtle with a yellow figured back.

    
Colonel Pardue flew a search for a B-24 but no sightings or results ensued.

25 March 1945

    
Two missions out Falconara today. One a routine patrol flown by Captain Mork with no sightings or incidents.  Captain Ruckman flew a mission on a fix where an unknown aircraft had gone down. Upon arriving at the fix only a badly banged belly tank was spotted.  No other incidents were reported

    
Captain Milburn flew a patrol from Foggia today; After four hours he was relieved as no unusual incidents were reported.

26 March 1945

    
Captain Eisman out on a fix.  After five hours he returned to base with no sightings or incidents.

Captain Ruckman and crew on patrol from Rimini to Ancona with no sightings, except debris.

27 March 1945

    
Pvt McClintock passed out in the kitchen at “A” flight today and was taken to the hospital at Jesi.

    
No missions on patrols today.
28 March 1945

    
Pvt French, a cook, reported in today. He will go to “A” flight tomorrow to fill in for Pvt McClintock who is in the hospital

    
Sgt Chester White, a member of the old PBY crews which flew in this theatre before he arrived here, was transferred into this squadron today. After the usefulness or the individual PBYS were over Sgt White was transferred to the 52nd  Fighter group, He wrote a request to 12th AF to be transferred here SC after four months the air force approved

    
No missions or patrols

29 March 1945
    
Very quiet; no missions or patrols,

30 March 1945

    
Sgt White left for “A” flight today where he is now assigned.

31 March 1945

    
Two mission today.  Lt Lanz on one from Foggia which resulted in finding a patch of red seaweed at the fix.  Search revealed no other sightings

Captain Ruckman doing honors for “A” Flight with a very quiet day In the air.  No sightings or unusual incidents.
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