Office of the Commanding General
HEADQUARTERS 63 RD FIGHTER WING

United States Army

A. P. O. 650 ACG-LCC/jm
 9 May l944

SUBJECT:  Commendation,

TO:   Commanding Officer, 1st Emergency Rescue Squadron.

          APO 650, U.S. Army.
1. There is transmitted herewith copy of letter I have just received from the Officer Commanding, 205 Group, R.A.F., relating to the successful rescue of Flying Officer Gilleland of 104 Squadron. R.A.F.
      2. Sea conditions being that they were at the time of the mission called again for extraordinary courage, determination and skill. The  success of the mission in itself proves the crew was equal to the challenge.

       3. Please convey to each member of the crew my admiration and appreciation of a job "well done".

                                           L. C. CRAIGIE,

                                           Brigadier General US Army
                                           Commanding.

CONFIDENTIAL -

FROM:  AIR OFFICER COMMANDING,
             NO. 205 GROUP, R.A.F.
TO:  HEADQUARTERS,

        SIXTY THIRD FIGHTER WING, APO 650.

DATE: 2ND  MAY, 1944
REF:  205G/FC/321/AIR.

RESCUE or FLYING OFFICER GILLELAND, CAPTAIN OF WELLINGTON LN 0280 -

 No. 104 SQUADRON.

      I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION OF THE EFFORT MADE BY YOUR WING TERMINATING IN THE RESCUE OF PILOT, FLYING OFFICER. GILLELAND, CAPTAIN OF WELLINGTON AIRCRAFT.NO, LN 9280.

2. THE EFFORTS MADE BY YOUR AIR AND SEA CRAFT, ESPECIALLY THE

CATALINA THAT LANDED AND PICKED UP THIS OFFICER UNDER CONDITIONS PREVAILING AT THE TIME, EXCITED GREAT ADMIRATION.
3. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THE HELPFUL OPERATION.

                                         (SIGNED)

                                     AIR COMMODORE,

                                  AIR OFFICER COMMANDING,

                                  NO. 205 GROUP, R. A. F.

                                                            706

                                                         8 MAY 444

HEADQUARTERS

SIXTY THIRD FIGHTER WING    AGT-WEC/JCH

APO 650,

FILE REF: 458.
16 JULY 1944.

SUBJECT: AIR-SEA RESCUE.

TO: SENIOR OFFICER INSHORE SQUADRON,

       COMMANDING OFFICER, 6500 FIGHTER CONTROL AREA, -

       OFFICER COMMANDING, 234 SQUADRON,

       COMMANDING OFFICER, 1ST EMERGENCY RESCUE SQUADRON,

       OFFICER COMMANDING, 254 AIR SEA RESCUE MARINE CRAFT UNIT,

       REGIONAL AIRCRAFT SAFETY, COMBINED OPERATIONS RCOM. -

1. ENCLOSED HEREWITH IS COPY OF LETTER OF COMMENDATION RECEIVED BY ME FROM COLONEL PAUE GERARDOT, REGARDING THE SUCCESSFUL AIR SEA RESCUE MISSION ACCOMPLISHED ON 12 JULY 1944.

2. I WISH TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND TO ALL THOSE WHO

   TOOK PART IN THIS MISSION MY CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL   

   DONE.

                                          /S/ L C CRAIGIE

                                          /T/ L. C. CRAIGIE,

                                               BRIGADIER GENERAL, US ARMY,

                                               COMMANDING.

1 INCL LTR OF COMMENDATION

         A TRUE COPY
FRENCH AIR COMMAND

CORSICA

 AJACCIO, 12 JULY 1944

DEAR GENERAL CRAlGIE
I WANT TO EXPRESS TO YOU MY FEELINGS OF HIGH GRATITUDE FOR THE RESCUE OF OUR FRENCH PILOT, SERGENT-CHEF COURTEVILLE, ON THE 12 OF JULY 1944.

I KNOW PERFECTLY THE MOST ABNORMAL AND DANGEROUS CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH ACCOMPANIED THIS SEA RESCUE.

I CAN TELL YOU BUT LITTE OF THE COMFORTING FEELING OUR PILOTS

RECEIVE FROM THE ALWAYS AVAILABLE HELP OF THE ASR PEOPLE WHO, WHATEVER MAY BE THE RISKS, NEVER THINK OF ANYTHING BUT THEIR SALVATION MISSION.

WILL YOU, PLEASE, TRANSMIT MY PERSONNAL THANKS TO THE ORGANIZATIONS WHO TOOK PART IN THIS RESCUE, INCLUDING THE ROYAL NAVY WHO NEARLY LOST A SHIP IN THAT ACTION, IF MY INFORMATION IS EXACT,

PLEASE BELIEVE ME YOURS MOST GRATEFULLY -

COLONEL- PAUL GERARDOT

FRENCH AIR COMMANDER IN CORSICA

8 Sept 1944

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Citation.

TO: Commanding General, XII Air Force, APO 650, US Army

THRU: Commanding General, XII Fighter Command, APO 650, US Army

1. It is recommended that the 1st Emergency Rescue Squadron be cited for outstanding performance of duty in the rescue of Allied and enemy airmen during the period 17 August 1944 to 21 August 1944 under the provisions of War Department Circular No. 333, dated 22 December 1943.

2.  The details of the excellent record of this Squadron are contained in the attached documents. This is the first and only United States Air Force, Air Sea rescue unit operating in this theater.  The first mission was an exceptionally arduous one and its successful accomplishment earned for the captain of the crew involved both the United States and British Distinguished Flying Crosses. From this start the unit went on to establish the prestige of Air Sea Rescue activities of the USAAF by constantly increasing its proficiency and reportedly demonstrated outstanding devotion to duty.  Their work enabled us to assume our share of a function previously performed entirely by our Allies.

 3. The facility with which this unit adopted itself to the operating procedure of air sea rescue in this theater was a source of admiration to other more experienced  units, both USAAF and RAF, whether performing ground control, air, or sea duties.  They proved themselves at the start and were promptly accepted as an important member of an efficient team.
4. The performances of this squadron added greatly to the established confidence of all aircrews in the ability of the air sea rescue facilities to bring them home.  Their skill in operating their aircraft made possible many rescues that would have been hopeless with the previous facilities available.  This is the only unit capable of conducting long-range searches and then land to effect the rescues.  Thus, a well rounded air sea rescue organization was finally established in this theater.
5.  I deem a Presidential citation merited by the First Emergency Squadron.
                                       
L. C. Craigie,





Brigadier General, US Army,





Commanding

HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH AIR FORCE

APO 650

GENERAL ORDERS               8 December 1944
NUMBER 263

CITATION OF UNITS

1.  Under the provisions of Circular 333, War Department, 1943 and circular 

89, North African Theater Operation, 10 July 1944, the 27th Fighter Group is cited for Outstanding performance of duty in action against the enemy in the Mediterranean Theater of Operations on 10 September 1943.


Distinguishing itself through extraordinary heroism and determination in the face of vigorous aerial and ground opposition, the 27th Fighter (then Fighter-Bomber) Group, by its outstanding performance in disrupting the movement of vital enemy reinforcements in the Tanogro River Valley, Italy, act itself above and apart from other similar units participating in the same engagement.  On 10 September 1943, when the outcome of the battle for the Salerno beaches hung in the balance and powerful enemy armored units in the South were known to be moving up to the assault zone, the 27th Fighter Group, then operating from a base in Sicily, was ordered to conduct armed reconnaissance and block any movement of enemy reinforcements through the Potanza-Polla-Sapri area.  At 0740 hours a flight of twelve A-35’s of the Group observed and attacked a jugh German column of 500 trucks, half-tracks and armored cars moving north through Lagonagro, a scant seventy road miles from Salerno.  In the all-out effort which followed, the 27th Fighter Group flew five effective missions in rapid succession and by mid-day, had so accurately dive-bombed the Lagonogro-Auletta road that the enemy movement was completely disorganized with vehicles stalled bumper to bumper at numerous road blocks.  Aggressively continuing the attack throughout the afternoon, determined pilots resolutely dived through intense accurate anti-aircraft fire to create additional highway blocks, repeatedly returning at minimum altitude to strafe the ever increasing stream of enemy transport, armored cars and motorized artillery attempting to move northward to the beachhead.  The chaos and destruction resulting from their punishing low-level strafing attacks completely neutralized the combat effectiveness of three Axis Panzor Divisions.  When the final missions totaling one hundred and two sorties, destroyed 177 and damaged 246 enemy vehicles and guns, cratered the roads at many strategic intersections, shot down two MK-109’s and damaged seven other enemy aircraft.  This grueling daylong aerial assaults by the 27th Fighter Group, coordinated with attacks by other units of the Allied Air Forces, prevented the effective transfer of overwhelmingly powerful enemy reinforcements and contributed in great measure to the successful establishment of the Salerno beachhead.  In those operation, the skill and devotion of administrative and ground personnel and the determination and selfless heroism of the pilots of the 27th Fighter Group have reflected the highest credit upon themselves and the Military Service of the United States.

Under the provisions of Circular 333, War Department, 1943 and Circular 89, North African Theater of Operations, 10 July 1944, the First Emergency Rescue Squadron is cited for outstanding performance of duty in action against the enemy in the Mediterranean Theater of Operations from 17 to 21 August 1943

Conducting exhaustive searches over the Ligurian, Tyrrhonian, Northern Mediterranean and Adriatic Seas, the First Emergency Rescue Squadron, equipped with only nine operational aircraft for covering the entire Mediterranean Theater of Operations, made ten successful rescues from the open sea, saving twenty-one Allied air crewmen and capturing one enemy pilot.  Performing seemingly impossible rescues in heavy seas, under adverse weather conditions, and in the face of accurate artillery fire from hostile shore batteries, the personnel of the First Emergency Rescue Squadron distinguished themselves through extraordinary heroism, unsurpassed devotion to duty and outstanding endurance in the face of almost insurmountable difficulties.  Realizing that the grounding of a single plane might cause the loss of an Allied airman who had been forced down at sea, determined ground crews, through long hours of tireless effort, succeeded in maintaining all aircraft operational during this critical period despite frequent damage from enemy action and from landings and take-offs in the open sea.  During the invasion of southern France, gallant pilots unhesitatingly flew their slow vulnerable and poorly armed aircraft through the most dangerous zones and despite the hazards of enemy fighters, bad weather and fire from harbor fortifications, landed again and again in the open sea in order to effect many spectacular rescues.  The unfailing devotion, professional skill, and complete selflessness of the members of the First Emergency Rescue Squadron have reflected highest credit upon themselves and the Military Service of the United States.

By command of Major General CANNON:

CHARLES T. MYERS

Brigadier General, USA

Chief of Staff

OFFICIAL:

WILLIAM W. DICK

Colonel, AGD

Adjutant General 
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Office of the Commanding General

HEADQUARTES 63 RD FIGHTER WING

United States Army

A. P. O. 650                     ACG-LCC/jm

SUBJECT:  
Commendation

TO: 

Commanding Officer,



1st Emergency Rescue Squadron, APO 650, US Army.

1. I dislike good-byes, but would not be justified in relinquishing command of the 63rd Fighter Wing without telling you that the splendid spirit of cooperation which has been evidenced by you and those in your organization, together with the high state of efficiency evidenced by the 1st Emergency Rescue Squadron in carrying out its assigned mission have contributed materially to the satisfaction which I have derived from my tour of duty as you Commanding General.

2. Because of your direct contribution to the war against the Hun of this territory, he has been forced to withdraw within his boundaries and is now facing defeat on his home soil.  Because of the efficient work of all concerned, this long awaited condition has come to pass sooner than we had any reason to hope for a few months ago.  You may well be proud of the part have played in the approaching final victory.

3. I extend to you and each member of your organization my very best wishes.

L. C. CRAIGIE

Brigadier General, US Army,

Commanding
