1ST EMERGENCY RESCUE UNIT

CATALINAS SAVE 39 LIVES
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Catalina’s of the 1st Emergency Rescue Unit, U.S.A.A.F., operating with M.A.C.A.F., have saved 39 lives since April 1 (up to 9 June). These rescues have involved 68 sorties resulting from 48 air-sea rescue incidents, in eleven of which live rescues were effected.

The Catalina’s have made repeated landings at sea to pick up occupants of dinghies and survivors of ditchings; have carried out their missions under all sorts of adverse conditions and often in close proximity to enemy shores.

The situation map, above, shows the positions of the incidents involved.  All the operations were in the Western Mediterranean prior to the first week in May and since then, have included rescues in both the Adriatic and the Western Mediterranean.  The missions in which rescues were made are shown on the map by the solid circles, alongside which appears the type of aircraft which ditched and the number of airmen picked up by the Catalinas.

ARTICLE CLIPPED FROM 15, JUNE 1944, issue of “MARE NOSTRUM”, by M.A.C.A.F

